1912]               Franco-Russian Naval Convention

tilings that the Czar's daughter is secretly engaged to the son
of the Grand Duke Paul. Thus discomfitures have not been
lacking.

The Franco-Russian naval convention is a capital reply to
die Baltic visit. I should like to know what is the object of
these frequent visits of the German Emperor to the Russian.
The visits are never returned and in my opinion these advances
are devoid of any dignity. Our Sovereign would do better
to stay at home keeping quiet and working harder. He
should remember that France having placed seventeen mil-
liards in Russia it won't be easy to upset the alliance. Money
is a solid bond which will oblige both Powers to remain
united. Germany could only succeed by inspiring confidence,
but as just the opposite is happening and mistrust increasing
every day, mere visits do not suffice to restore confidence
and it would be better to give them up in spite of any per-
sonal charm one might hope to contribute.

I've had a letter from Colonel Pellet this morning from
Berlin in which I find the following : "Poor Turkey seems
about to decompose altogether. News of her becomes worse
and worse but the diplomats are carrying out a policy of
futility and letting things go. In all events Germany seems
determined to profit from the fact that she has ao direct
interest in the Question, lets others do the talking and doing
and is keeping the last word for herself, I think it very likely;
for analogous if not the same reasons we shall maintain an
equal reserve."

Kleinitz, gth-i^th August, 1912.

The Berlin newspapers are in a poisonous humour. They
had been so triumphant over the Baltic interview' that they
are very hard put to it to explain the new Franco-Russian
convention about the navy. One must admit the answer is
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